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Richard Friend is an Associate Professor in Human Geography and Environment at 
the University of York (UK. With an academic background in social anthropology 
and development studies he joined the University of York in 2016 after a 20-year 
career as a practitioner in international development working at the interface of 
research, policy and practice in Thailand and the Mekong region. His work has 
covered a wide range of sustainable development challenges - addressing climate 
vulnerability and resilience, water resource governance, urbanisation and agrarian 
change. His recent research collaborations with Chiang Mai University have 
explored the social and environmental dynamics of emerging food systems in 
Thailand and developed tools and methods to assess systemic risk. 
  

 

 
 
 


